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Words from the County Coordinator

Special Olympics Hamilton County gets a little better every
year. Volunteers come and go, but one thing stays the same —
our athletes are inspiring. And what is better than participating
in a program where you are inspired each and every day???

I cannot believe ANOTHER state games and another annual
recognition program have passed. June is one of our busiest
months and it is, once again, behind us. It is crazy how fast time
goes...

While the state continues to make changes in the sports
schedule, please make sure you pay attention to our calendar of
events. We will try to update it often on our Website. We will
not offer every single sport at the same time as in the past. We
may decide to take a year off from a sport from time to time, or
try a new one. However, we will ALWAYS have plenty of
things going on to choose from.

Special Olympics Hamilton County is a 100% volunteer-driven
organization. Don’t forget to thank those around you, who spend
countless hours making the organization strong. We are very
lucky to have the support of such dedicated individuals.

Thanks for all that you all do. If you are reading this, you must
be a special person!!! & Love, Heather

Athlete of the Year Kelcy Kessler

Special Olympics
Hamilton County
has an abundance
of "Super Ath-
letes". Each year,
one of these
"Super Athletes"
is chosen to repre-
sent the county as
the Athlete of the
Year. The athlete
chosen for this
honor demon-
strates leadership,
participates in one
/ or more sports,

actively seeks to
become involved
in fundraising for
Special Olympics,
is active in the

Athlete, Kelcy Kessler receives the 2011
Athlete of The Year Award from last year's
winner Jerrv Moore.

community, and LOVES Special Olympics.

This year SOHC’s "Super Athlete", Kelcy Kessler has been
bestowed the honor of Athlete of the Year! Kelcy, who just
turned 21 years old, joined Special Olympics when she was 15.
Her parents are Bill and Laurie Kessler, and she is an only child.
Although Kelcy lives in the Geist area (Marion County), she had
heard so many good things about Special Olympics Hamilton
County that the Kesslers asked SOHC if Kelcy could join the
Hamilton County program. She joined just in time to participate
in the 2005 Track & Field event. Kelcy had such a wonderful
time that first year that she was hooked on Special Olympics
and has participated all year 'round ever since. Kelcy has
competed in track & field, bowling, cheerleading, basketball,
softball, volleyball, walking, and ALPS.

Kelcy's very favorite sport is track & field (though bowling is a
close second). Kelcy loves track & field because it gives her a
chance to improve on her individual personal-best scores, and to
go to State Games at Indiana State University. Kelcy's Mom



grew up in Terre Haute. Several relatives still live in Terre
Haute and they come to watch her compete, making State
Games even more exciting. Another very special part of going
to State Games is that it helps Kelcy learn to stay away from
home overnight — that is a hard thing for her to do, but during
this year's event, she stayed all night both nights in the dorm!

A couple of months ago, Kelcy went on a camping trip to
Turkey Run with the ALPS group. In the evening, Coach Glenn
Roberts talked the athletes into going snipe hunting. Kelcy had
no idea what snipe hunting was all about, so she tried really hard
to help find a snipe. She was completely surprised when Coach
Glenn told the campers that there was no such thing as a snipe
and it was just a wild good chase!!

Outside of Special Olympics, Kelcy stays busy working at
Speck's Pet Supply. She has worked there for two years,
stocking shelves, cleaning animal cages, and visiting with the
cats, bunnies, ferrets, mice and snakes (she doesn't really like
the snakes). Kelcy also works at the Pizza Hut on Olio road,
cleaning the store before it opens for business. When she is at
home, she spends time playing with Sally, her cat. Kelcy really,
really loves animals!

Kelcy’s involvement in Special Olympics is vast and her
contributions to the SOHC
family go above and
beyond! We are so happy
to have Kelcy and the
Kessler family as a part of
Special Olympics Hamilton
County!  Congratulations
Kelcy, on being recognized
as the 2011 Athlete of the
Year!

Volunteer of the Year Jane Green
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Jane Green with athlete Marina Backer at the 2010 National
Games in Lincoln, Nebraska. Jane coached the Track &
Field Indiana Team and Marina was an athlete.

Last year's Volunteer of the Year award went to an amazingly
deserving and selfless woman whose list of duties and
accomplishments were countless. This year's winner has a
similar story; in fact, we once again honor a priceless member
of the SOHC family, Jane Green, as Volunteer of the Year. One
might wonder why the same person has been given this award
for the second year in a row; the answer is two-fold.

The first reason is that Jane has given an immeasurable amount
of herself to this program over the last six years, and few
candidates for this award have ever been as deserving of it. In
case you are new to SOHC, here are just a few of the myriad of
ways she has given to our athletes, volunteers and programs.
Jane is the Assistant County Coordinator, coaches several sports
including basketball, long-distance walking and running, and
track & field, and she oversees all the sports directors. She
keeps track of all athlete registrations and medical forms, she
provides transportation when needed, and is a close friend and
mentor to many, many athletes. She and her husband also lend a
hand at fundraisers, activities or wherever help is needed and
give generously of their time and financial resources. She is the
“go-to” person for many things and never ceases to use her
creativity and organizational skills to find solutions to nearly
any problem.

The second reason we honor her again with this award is to
remind ourselves of all that she has done, and as a tribute to her
service in her time of transition. Jane will soon be a first-time
grandmother, and is relocating to Texas to be closer to her
family. SOHC grieves
the loss of such a vital
member of the team,
but feels blessed to
have had Jane for the
last six years. Time
and pages could not
contain the praise that
could be bestowed on
her for her efforts, and
we wish her the best in
her new endeavors.
Jane, you will be
sincerely missed!

Jane Green receives
the 2011 Volunteer of
The Year Award
from County Coordinator, Heather Stephenson.

Coach of the Year Jenny Arora

Over the years, SOHC has been blessed with outstanding
coaches and this year is no exception. Jenny Arora is not only a
coach, but a mentor to dozens of athletes who love and adore
her. At every event, activity, meeting, or fundraiser she attends,
she brings a cheerful heart and a selfless spirit, and is always
willing to do what she can to help. Jenny has been a part of the
SOHC family for almost five years, and we are blessed to have
her.



Jenny is originally from Plano, TX, but has lived in Indianapolis
since 2006 with her husband Manish, an IT Manager at Eli
Lilly. Family is very important to her and she cherishes her time
at home raising their 2 1/2-year-old son, Dhruv. With all that
Jenny has going on in her life, we at SOHC consider it an honor
that she is willing to sacrifice so much of her family-time to
help give athletes opportunities to achieve greatness. Her
sacrificial mentality is one of the reasons she makes such a
fantastic coach.

Some other reasons she makes such a wonderful coach are her
passion, experience, and initiative. Before volunteering with
SOHC, Jenny spent the early years of her career coaching
competitive gymnastics at Deveau's School of Gymnastics.
Shortly after moving to Hamilton County, she was instrumental
in creating both the gymnastics and cheer-leading programs. She
has also taken on the role of ALPs Coordinator and spends a
great deal of time investing in the lives of athlete leaders,
helping them accomplish their goals. Many would say that this
is enough but she is always willing to take on any other projects
that are in need of assistance. Jenny even has plans and dreams
being involved in the
invention of a new
SOHC sport. She is
always going above and
beyond. If you know
Jenny, you love her for
all of these reasons and
more. SOHC  loves
having Jenny as a coach
and mentor, and we
know that she will
continue to bring us new
and exciting adventures.

Jenny Arora receives
the 2011 Coach of The
Year Award from the

2010 Coach of The Year, John Cole.

Jenny Arora (2nd from right) with her 2010 Cheerleading
Team!

Family of the Year Webber Family

The Webber Family, Kylene, Al, and Madi.

Each year, Hamilton County honors a family that has touched
and impacted the lives of those who are a part of Special
Olympics. Athlete Kylene Webber and the Webber family have
been named Family of the Year for 2011.

Kylene and her family live in Carmel and have been a part of
SOHC since the winter of 1999. Kylene joined SOHC and
began competing first in the sport of basketball. Then in the
spring of 2000, Kylene joined the SOHC Track & Field team.
Unfortunately Kylene had to miss her very first state games in
2000 because she graduated from high school the very same
weekend. Kylene hasn’t missed competing in state games since
that time.

Kylene has been employed by Kroger in the bakery for 12 years.
Her co-workers and customers call her the cookie monster as
she is the expert cookie baker when she is on duty. She is
blessed with a loving father, Al, and her mom Linda, who
unfortunately passed on but is not forgotten. Together as a
family, Al and Linda supported Kylene in everything she did. Al
continues to support Kylene in the same loving way. Linda was
an important part of the family and a big supporter of SOHC. In
fact, Linda’s request before she passed was that donations be
given to Special Olympics Hamilton County in lieu of flowers;
many donations were given to SOHC as a result. Also a member
of the Webber family is a family friend, whom Kylene considers
as her sister, Madi Web.

Kylene competes in track & field, golf, basketball, long-distance
walking, and unified & singles bowling. Last year Kylene’s
unified bowling team, “The Trouble Makers” comprising Austin
Zeiner, Kylene, Al, & Madi, won a gold medal at state games.

Outside of SOHC, Kylene, Madi, & Al enjoy going to museums
in downtown Indianapolis, going to the zoo, participating in
various local social clubs, and going to the Beef & Boards
dinner theater. Kylene and Madi also enjoy taking swing dance
lessons down on fountain square and then showing off their
moves at the Jazz Kitchen in Broad Ripple. Al has gone a few



times but he says Kylene and Madi are the real dancers in the
family.

Kylene’s family is very important to her. The Webber family
has done a lot to help Special Olympics. Al is a coach for track
& field, a unified partner for golf and bowling. Madi lives in
Australia but came to the U.S. to travel. Madi had a 2-week gap
before continuing her travels to Europe, so she stopped off in
Indiana for a visit with the Webber family. A 2-week visit
extended to 18 months. She immediately started volunteering as
an assistant coach for basketball followed by assistant coach for
track & field. She also volunteers as a unified partner for
bowling, golf, volleyball, and whatever SOHC needs her to do.
Madi worked one day a week at the Special Olympics state
office until she started college. She originally intended to enter
into the field of Veterinary medicine but is now studying in the
field of Special Education. Madi still goes home for visits but
has made a home here in the U.S. as a member of the Webber
family.

The entire family loves participating in Special Olympics and
we are very grateful to have them as a part of SOHC. Their
enthusiasm and love for Special Olympics is an inspiration.
Congratulations to the Webber family.

Megan Jones - Spirit of Special Olympics Award
Sam McNew

We started giving this
award in 2005 — the
year Megean Jones
lost her fight with
leukemia. She was 17
years old and a very
determined and
spunky young lady.
She had fought this
off and on for several
years but she never
let it change her
positive attitude. To
know her was to love
her. This award has
gone to some pretty
amazing people over
the years since we lost Megean but never, in my wildest
dreams, did | ever think my son would receive it. Things
change pretty quickly in this life and for Sam that happened
rather suddenly a few months ago. He became very ill and
was diagnosed with Type-2 diabetes. After a few days in
intensive care and a hospital stay that no one anticipated, he
was suddenly not the strong independent young man we
knew. It did not take long though for us to realize that this
was not going to get him down because he was so
determined to do all the things he has always done. He is a
fighter just like Megean. The ironic thing about this is that
Megean was such a part of his life. They were friends for

years. They attended school together, played sports together,
and were real buddies. He lost a true friend when Megean
passed away and he still has her picture up in his room with
the words Best Buddies beneath it. They truly were best
buddies. 1 do not pick the winners of any of the awards and
this year, | chose not to even vote. | knew he had been
mentioned as a nominee but | did not know he had won until
it was announced at the awards program. It was humbling
and special. It really meant a lot to Sam and this has become
his favorite award; he keeps it on his desk. The Jones family
has been through challenges that I can’t even imagine and I
am in awe at how strong and special they are. Their oldest
daughter, Holly,
suffered a very
serious sledding
accident during
the winter. She
spent many
weeks in a coma
but survived and
it was very
special to see her
at the recognition
looking  happy
and healthy. Sam
and | want to
thank SOHC and
the Jones Family
for making him
feel so special too.  Sue

Donor Profile

New Heights 4-H Club

Many donors give to SOHC off and on but none is more
consistent or generous than the NEW HEIGHTS 4-H CLUB.
They started the New Heights Walking Taco Booth at the
Hamilton County 4H Fair in July of 2000. Over the past 10
years, the club has donated over FORTY FIVE THOUSAND
DOLLARS to Special Olympics Hamilton County. This money
has played a big role in keeping our bowling program going.
The leaders of the club are Suzanne McMahon, Missee Foster,
& Sue McNew. Much hard work and long hours go into keeping
the booth open for the entire fair. The leaders, their families, and
other 4H members and family and friends have helped from
time to time. This newsletter will probably not reach you before
this year’s fair but if it does, don’t forget to stop by the
Hamilton County Fair and try a walking taco. They have built
quite a reputation and many people come out each year to get
their “Walking Tacos”. If you see anyone from the New Heights
Club tell them how much we appreciate their support. The 4H
Club does this as their service project and also to raise
awareness about Special Olympics and all it has to offer people
of all ages with intellectual disabilities from all over Hamilton
County. Thank you to New Heights Leaders and 4H members
who have worked so hard through all the years and continue to
give with a new generation of members.



AVC Golf Outing Changed

The AVC Golf Outing to benefit Special Olympics Hamilton
County will be held on Friday, August 5. We are still looking
for teams of four to participate in this annual event. Registration
and lunch will be at 11:30 AM and tee-time is 12:30 PM.
Dinner/Banquet and Prizes will begin at 5:30 PM. If you wish to
register for this tournament, please call Jason or Chuck at AVC
Auto, 317-774-2886, to reserve your spot! The cost for the event
is $125.00 per player, which includes golf fees, cart, lunch, and
dinner.

Congratulations ALPs University Graduates!

Hamilton County has been sending athletes from the Athlete
Leadership Program to the ALPs University for the past few
years. Athletes choose an area in which to become certified,
take classes, then complete a practicum for each class so that
they can contribute to Special Olympics as a volunteer and
assume a role in addition to that of athlete. Earning a degree
requires tremendous perseverance; in November 2010 Hamilton
County welcomed its first two graduates - Zack Gunn & Sam
McNew! Both Zack and Sam graduated with a degree in Sports.
In April of this year, Zack Gunn graduated with his second
degree in Governance. Sam McNew continued the process of
pursuing his second degree as a Global Messenger. The April
University also celebrated Sarah Kaiser and Jerry Moore, who
both graduated with Sports Degrees!

Regarding his decision to pursue a sports degree, Zack Gunn
said, “I chose sports because I love sports of all kinds myself
and thought it would be a way of giving back by helping
athletes and younger athletes to teach them how to play and the
importance of being a good sport, win or lose.” Zack is certified
in Track & Field, Bowling, and Basketball. He is currently
coaching the Hamilton County Tigers basketball team. Zack’s
second degree in Governance makes him the most qualified for
his position as one of the Area ALPs Committee representatives
of Hamilton County. Zack is also now ready and excited to be a
helper to other athletes pursuing Sports and Governance
Degrees at ALPs University.

Sam McNew is certified in Athletics/Track & Field, Bowling,
Basketball, and Volleyball. He had the opportunity to help
Coach Bill with power lifting. Coach Bill said he was a big help
because Sam knew how to motivate, lead through example, as
well as demonstrate for him. Sam says, “I chose the sports major
because that is what Special Olympics is all about!” Sam is not
sure what he wants to do next, but always likes to try new
things. Sam has a lot of experience giving speeches on behalf of
Special Olympics and with his immense participation over the
years he has so many wonderful stories to tell. This makes him
the perfect global messenger, which he is pursuing as his second
degree.

Sarah Kaiser has always enjoyed sports. She loved watching and
participating in sports even as a very young child. Sports are an
area of her life in which she has excelled and she has a passion
for playing many sports. Therefore, Sarah has chosen Sports as

her major because it is what she loves and wants to help others
also find the joy of participation. She has also enjoyed all the
friendships that she has made on the various teams she has been
on. Sarah is a valuable member to all the teams she plays on
because she is always caring and helping other athletes. She is a
natural coach!

Jerry Moore said, “Sports are one of my greatest interests. I
enjoy all sports and like to participate in all of them.” Jerry
would like to use his degree in Sports to coach Special
Olympics. He is most interested in coaching football and
basketball. He is also certified in two sports: basketball and
softball. Jerry is a role model athlete with the best attitude. He
sets the standards high for sportsmanship and hard work and
will be an excellent addition to our coaches. Congratulations
Jerry!

Let the accomplishments of Zack, Sam, Sarah, and Jerry inspire
all who have big dreams and goals. With dedication and
persistence, you can become a coach or anything else you want
to be! Congratulations again to these outstanding athletes on
their successes.

Fundraising By SOHC Athlete Patrick Knollman

I have participated in Special Olympics with Hamilton County
for about ten years. | have done Track & Field, Basketball,
Baseball, and Power Lifting over the years. | have become
physically stronger and more sensitive to other people’s feelings
by my participation in these sports.

Fundraising is very important to me because it is about the
money that helps all the athletes to play harder and do the best
they can. The money is used to get jerseys and for the coaches
to use the different kinds of fields.

There are different ways to raise money like the Plane Pull, the
Polar Plunge, the Dance-a-thon, Golfing, and the Bowl-a-thon.
My idea is for someone to raise money taking pledges to run a
marathon. It’s not just about raising money for Special
Olympics but also fundraising for all other charities and children
like with Peyton Manning’s St. Vincent’s Hospital.

I did the Plane Pull in 2009 and 2010 with a team of guys and
my sister did it on a women’s team and we raised a lot of
money! | have also played in an Activity Day at IUPUI to raise
money for Special Olympics. In the summer of 2008, | raised
money for power lifting by asking for donations.

Fundraising and donating has been a lot of fun for me and can
be for you too. It is also a way to help the athletes continue all
their sports.

SOHC Wish List

o Gift certificates or other donations for upcoming silent
auction fundraisers

e Used HP, Dell, & Lexmark ink cartridges for our recycling
program



Sue’s Corner Sue McNew

As treasurer of SOHC, you all know how | like to talk money. |
am always asking you to give. Why? Because without the funds
to keep us in operation, we would no longer exist. We get very
little without working for it. No free facilities, no free
equipment, no free anything. Our budget is staggering and our
efforts to meet the expenses are ongoing. You may wonder why
we are always telling you about a new fundraiser and asking for
your help. It is simply because we could not do this without the
funds. Look at the fundraisers coming up. If you are a golfer,
check out the AVC Golf Outing at Bear Slide Golf Course in
Cicero on August 5. The FedEx Plane Pull on August 6. You
can sign up now online. There are two Hamilton County teams
looking for people to join. One is in the Special Olympics
division and called, Cool & the Gang. It has at least 10 athletes
plus 12 others. Anyone can be on the team. The other team,

called The Hamilton County Hotties, is an all-female team and
we are looking for some strong, crazy, brave women to sign on
to this one. There may be other teams from Hamilton County
and if so, you need to let us know or we will not get any of the
money you raise. We get half and the state gets half so please let
Heather know if you are on another team from Hamilton
County. Each person only has to raise a minimum of $50 to be
on a team. We have some gals that have signed up for both
teams and some guys that want to, but they are not hot enough
for the “Hotties”! You can call me at 518-9991 if you want
more info or if you want to donate. This year, the teams can
have up to 22 people. If you want to put together a team, "Go
for it!" Just be sure you put SOHC as your organization. Our
Wine Tasting Fundraiser is coming up and the Equestrian
athletes are selling trash bags. There are lots of ways to help and
keep me from begging so much. Thanks & I Luv Ya all!
R Hottie Sue

Calendar of Events — Special Olympics Hamilton County 2011

For more info on any of these events, please call Heather at 571-TEAM or email sohc1999@aol.com

July 1-15 REGISTER ONLINE FOR FALL SPORTS: Distance Running and Walking, Golf, Flag Football,
Swimming, and Cornhole (age-40+ only), www.specialolympicshamiltoncounty.org

Fri., Aug. 5 AVC Golf Outing at Bear Slide Golf Course, Registration at 11:30 AM - Call Chuck or Jason at 774-2886

Sat., Aug. 6 Plane Pull Challenge Fundraiser - To register for a team, call Sue at 317-518-9991

Aug. 15-30 REGISTER ONLINE FOR BOWLING: www.specialolympicshamiltoncounty.org

Aug. 27 - 28 State Softball Tournament at Midwest Sports Complex, Indianapolis

Wed., Sept. 7 Coach/Volunteer Training at Carmel High School for new volunteers
Registration: 6:15 — 6:30 PM, Training: 6:30 — 7:30 PM

Sept. 9-10 Equestrian State Championships at Hendricks County Fairgrounds, Danville

Sept. 10 Golf Sectionals

Sept. 24 - 25 EKS Games: Cornhole, Distance Running and Walking, Flag Football, and Golf

Sun., Sept. 25  Food and Wine Tasting Event at River Glen Country Club in Fishers: 6:30 — 9 PM

Oct. 15 - Nov. 1 REGISTER ONLINE FOR WINTER SPORTS: Basketball, Cheerleading, Ice Skating, and Ice

Hockey: www.specialolympicshamiltoncounty.org

Thurs., Nov. 3  Holiday Bazaar Fundraiser: The Mansion at Oakhill, Carmel: 5 - 8:30 PM
Nov.5 -6 Area Bowling Tournament

Nov. 18 —19 ALP’s University at the Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis
Dec.3-4 State Bowling Tournament

Registering for Sports: Please pay attention to the Calendar of Events above. It shows how and when to register for each sport. Most
sports require online registration. If you do not have Internet access call 571-TEAM and leave a message for Heather describing what
you would like to register for. REMEMBER: Registrations for sports are accepted only during the dates listed. Thanks for your help

with this!



Special Olympics Hamilton County
12169 Crestwood Dr.
Carmel, IN 46033

SOHC Has Moved - Again! PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS!

317) 571-TEAM
317) 571-1385 - Fax
OHC1999@aol.com

‘/ Mark Your Calendar Now!

AVC Golf Outing
Fri., Aug. 5: Bear Slide Golf Course

Plane Pull Challenge Fund Raiser
Sat., Aug. 6: Call Sue to get on a team

Coach/Volunteer Training
Wed., Sept. 7: Carmel High School

Food & Wine Tasting Event
Sun., Sept. 25: River Glen Country Club

Creatd by the
Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. Foundation
for the benefit of persons with
intellectual disabilities.
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Sponsor an Athlete Today!

\___$25 will buy: one bowling uniform, one track and field uniform, one golf uniform OR eight games of bowling

V___ $50 will buy: one swim uniform, one basketball uniform, cost of one official referee for one basketball game,
10 athletes swimming registration, OR one team of flag football registration

V___$80 sends one athlete to The Annual State Games for Track and Field

\__ $100 will buy: 2 lightweight bowling balls for special needs, flag football supplies for one year, 20 athletes bowling
2 games, OR 5 coaches training and certification

\___$200 will buy one fully equipped first aid kit for the entire year

\ $500 will buy 20 athletes track and field uniforms, entry fees for basketball season, basketball uniforms for one team,
OR uniforms, equipment and fees for entire golf program

\ $1,000 will register all athletes for the aquatics program for a season

Your Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

In honor of; In memory af

Pleasesend acknowledgment to
Your gift can go twice as far if your employer offers a matching gift program!

Please mail information on:

O Volunteering O Unified Sports O Coaching O Registering an athlete
[ Please call me about arranging a speaker. Telephone # :

Make check payable to: Special Olympics Hamilton County and mail to:
Special Olympics Hamilton County, 12169 Crestwood Drive, Carmel, IN 46033
Your donation is tax deductible
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